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Who’s been celebrating their big day?
See page 18

Daughter
cuts the
apron ties

WHEN you’re a kid, life is just one long rite of
passage. First steps, ﬁrst day at school, ﬁrst time
swimming without armbands, ﬁrst sleepover and
all that.
But the thing is, at least when your kids are
little, even if they’ve been shouting at you all
day like the psychopathic drill instructor in Full
Metal Jacket, at least you know where they are
and what they’re doing.
Any lingering apron strings that our 11-yearold daughter may still have been tied to were
severed once and for all last weekend when she
went to town on a shopping trip with her friends
– without a grown-up to keep tabs on her.
When she ﬁrst asked us if she could walk to
the city centre with her friends, our initial kneejerk reaction was ‘no way’. But she argued that
she’ll be walking to ‘Big School’ every morning
across the other side of town in six months’ time
so it would be good practice. Yeah, right.
Because I’ve been using my spare time to hone
my big, bad dad impression to perfection for a
little while now – primarily to scare the living
daylights out of my daughters’ gormless future
boyfriends – I’m pretty good at giving nothing
away during tense family negotiations. My poker
face is world class.
For once, we actually sat down and talked
it through like reasonable people. Our major
concern wasn’t the prospect of predatory paedophiles lurking in bushes waiting to pounce on a
gaggle of giggly girls – although now you come to
mention it, that is a bit of a worry.
No, our main concern was the sheer volume
of trafﬁc that thunders through Lancaster every
day – only to pause at the myriad trafﬁc lights
thoughtfully placed by the road every 10 yards.
Seriously, I don’t know where they’ve come
from all of a sudden. Maybe they were surplus
stock from the Tufty Club in the 1970s and Lancaster City Council bought them all up so the city
could lay claim to the largest collection of trafﬁc
lights in England.
Kids being kids, they walk round with their
eyes shut and their ears switched off.
Eventually, we said she could go. But while she
punched the air in delight, we laid down a few
ground rules. Be back home for 3pm, if we call
you on your mobile you have to answer it, if anyone bothers you, go into a shop and tell an adult
what’s happened, and a load of other mum-anddad-type advice that’s cheerfully forgotten the
second they step out the front door.
But the weather saved the day – hammering
down like stair rods – so the kids were driven
into town and picked up two hours later.
Even though they’d only spent a humdrum
rainy Sunday afternoon round the shops, the kids
couldn’t have enjoyed themselves more if they’d
spent a fortnight at Disneyland. Off the leash
for the ﬁrst time in their lives, their two hours of
freedom was an afternoon they’ll never forget.
While all this was going on, our eight-year-old
daughter proved the old maxim that the apple
never falls far from the tree as she did a ﬂawless
impersonation of her mother by assembling a
very complicated two-feet-high cardboard model
of the Eiffel Tower.
She did this because, unbelievably, she read
the instructions. Which is something her mum
does every time she buys anything that requires
any degree of assembly – IKEA wardrobes, bike
rack, TV, Large Hadron Collider.
I’ve never seen anything like it. She sat down
at the kitchen table, popped out the pieces she
needed, one at a time, followed the instructions
to the letter and when she made a mistake, she
didn’t smash it all to bits in temper but unpicked
it and started again.
As for me, I get the urge to kick the telly in
when the picture on Sky Sports freezes for a
couple of seconds when it’s too rainy, too sunny
or too windy. So whoever she gets her patience
from, it isn’t yours truly.

You can follow ‘Who’s the Daddy?’
on Twitter at twitter.com/
whosthedaddymg and catch up
with previous columns on our
website lancasterguardian.co.uk

The Centre @ Halton
chairman Carol Holman
(right) and fundraiser
Maureen Richardson try
out a swing on the new
playground.

THE Centre @ Halton, in Low Road,
Halton, has been a project almost 10
years in the making, led by passionate
volunteers determined that the village
should have somewhere to hold meetings and classes, have fun, and provide
decent facilities for the young people in
the area.

It all began in earnest in 2003, when
questionnaires were circulated as part of the
Halton parish plan, which revealed the most
important thing for Halton residents was to
see improvements to the village community
centre.
“There was a decision as to whether it
should be demolished or improved, but
there was a determination that it wasn’t
going to close, and that was the trigger
for the action plan,” said Brian Jefferson,
Halton Parish Council chairman and one of
the leading lights in getting the project off
the ground.
The building started off as a sports hall,
created by a village policeman in the 1970s,
who wanted somewhere for children to go.
“Over time, the building gradually fell
into disrepair, and as a result, people
stopped using it,” said Carol Holman, who
became chair of Halton Youth and Community Centre (HYACC) in 2000.
“There wasn’t enough money to pay for
repairs, it was a catch-22 really because of
the drop in usage.
“There was a lot of friction between people, and the place got a bad name.
“Previous committees came to the conclusion that it was best to pull the plug.”
But Carol, a part-time hairdresser, who is
now chair of Halton Community Association (HCA), responsible for the running of
the centre, was determined that this wasn’t
going to happen.
“I hadn’t done anything like this before,”
she said, “but I was interested in community
spirit, and wanted to provide Halton with
something that it didn’t have.
“It’s been a challenge to engage people
and I think this is a bit of an issue with
David Cameron’s big society.
“It’s stretching everybody to the limits,
but this has only worked because of the
personalities of those involved.
“The dilemma is that without people giving up their time, which is precious, things
like this just wouldn’t exist.”
But Carol wasn’t the only one who had a
vision for the building’s future.
Full-time childminder Maureen Richardson was also on the HYACC committee,
and shared Carol’s passion, as did parish
councillor Carol Slinger.
“There was no way we could let this go as
essential services were already here,” said
Maureen. “We needed external funding, so
we turned our attention towards that.
“The ﬁrst big hurdle was getting our
entertainment licence back, and we needed
a disabled access ramp.
“If we couldn’t get grants for that we
couldn’t open.
“In the past, there had been three
attempts to go for lottery funding, but they
got no further than the application stage.
“Any money we did get the building just

The centre
of our world
A £1.5m project to turn a rundown sports hall into a modern multi-purpose community centre
with a top of the range skatepark is nearing completion. NICK LAKIN speaks to members
of the committee responsible for bringing this project to life, and the challenges they faced
along the way

Left, youngsters from the Halton Pre-School
during their morning class in The Centre with
manager Amy Mitchell. Above, Carol Holman
(right) and Maureen Richardson in the centre’s
cafe.
swallowed it up and we got nowhere. Basically, one day Brian (Jefferson) came along
and said ‘Hi, there’s a huge pot of money
and if we don’t go for it now, we’re never
going to get it’.
“That was in 2007 and the grant application through the Lancashire Environmental
Fund was for £500,000.
“So with trepidation we went for it. And
we got it, succeeding against 19 other
applicants.”
Carol added: “It was euphoria when we
found out we’d been successful, and then it
was like, hell, how are we going to do this?”
“At that point the recession kicked in and
the funding options were drying up.
“So we got the plans together and had
about £605,000 in total.”
Part of the deal with the funding was
to ensure a low carbon build, so the plans
included solar panels, a ground source heat
pump, a grey water tank for recycled water
for the toilets, Kingspan roof insulation and
energy saving lighting.
The plans also included a new cafe area,
foyer, meeting room, lift, extra access points
and landscaping.

The HCA committee put out tenders for
the work and prices came back upwards of
£800,000.
“We compromised, we had to go ahead
with it and hope we could get the funding in
the future,” said Maureen.
“It was a big struggle to get everything
together, but the parish council, which owns
the site, stepped in and donated £36,000 so
we could move forward with the build.”
Work on the building started in summer
2009 and was completed in March 2010.
It was ofﬁcially opened in May 2010.
Maureen, who won the Lancaster and
District CVS Volunteer of the Year Award
2010 for her work at the centre, said the
committee wouldn’t know the impact of
some of the carbon positive initiatives until
they had been running for one year, but that
the original aim was to double the size of
the building and halve the energy bills.
The building beneﬁts from the government’s Feed In Tariff initiative, to the
tune of about £1,200 per year, and will also
receive cash from Lancaster Co-housing’s
hydro project for future youth and community work in Halton.

The committee has been nominated for
a Queen’s Award, and Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF), which also provided
funding, is holding its next meeting at the
centre to show what can be done on a voluntary basis.
Outside, a £650,000 recreation development, including a state-of-the-art concrete
skate park, set to be one of the best in the
North West, is currently under construction. It is due to be ofﬁcially opened in the
summer, along with a multi-use games area,
boules court, youth shelters, picnic area,
nature trail and outdoor gym.
Carol said community engagement was
now the key to the centre’s success, and appealed for volunteers to help with the cafe
and future events.
It is also available for hire for functions or
as meeting space and there are lots of events
planned for 2011.
“Our message to Halton and to people in
the wider area is come along and own it, use
it and enjoy it, it’s your community centre.”
For more information visit www.haltoncentre.org, or call the centre on 01524
811316.

PRIVATE DAY NURSERY
Birth to 5 years
Quality care within a safe,
happy & stimulating environment
Tel: 01524 591937
Based at Total Fitness, Caton
Rd, Lancaster & Morecambe
Balmoral rd childrens centre
01524 411753
Opening Times
Mon - Fri 7.30am - 6.00pm
Full time + Part time care
Free early years entitlement places,
available for children aged 3 - 4 years old

www.totaltots.co.uk

Please contact Kara at Lancaster or Kirsty at
Morecambe for a information pack and show round

Above, the skate park under construction. Inset, The Centre committee members,
from left, project manager Brian Jefferson; fundraiser Maureen Richardson; events
co-ordinator Eileen Prince-Jibson; chairman and bookings ofﬁcer Carol Holman and
parish council representative Carol Slinger.

