Family & Local Interest: The Centre@Halton

THE CENTRE for families
and young people

The Centre@Halton is open to the community, providing
a huge range of regular activities and groups.
Today’s young people are not growing up in an
easy world with potential financial, cultural and
economic struggles on the horizon, now more
than ever are youth services needed.

There was a buzz and great atmosphere as visitors of
all ages found something to do in the sunshine and
our plans for 2014 will make sure it’s even better this
year.

Young people greatly benefit from having
somewhere to go, something to do and
someone to talk to and yet nationwide cuts have
led to many youth services being cut or poorly
funded.

All ages make full use of The Centre’s popular coffee
shop throughout the year, and we now have longer
opening hours especially at half terms and in the
school holidays, with an increasingly wide range of
items available.

The Centre @Halton offers health, education
and leisure activites to all ages. The main hall
was built in the 1970’s and with much hard
work and fundraising the non profit making
charity “Halton Community Centre (HCA) has
improved and developed the services it offers
and now provides a purpose built building for
a whole host of community clubs and classes.
The outside space at The centre hosts a stateof-the-art skatepark, an all weather Ball Park,
all age range play area, youth shelter, and a
community pebble mosaic designed by Maggy
Howarth. There is also a boules a pitch, picnic
area and outdoor gym

Toddlers can play on the specially designed
playground for the under 7s – a great, safe facility
much appreciated by parents as well as the children.
With the pre-school group who are regular users
of the Centre planting their own vegetables and
sunflowers, this is a really user friendly playground.
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Other activities which will be popular with local
families and children are a FAMILY FUN NIGHT
on Saturday February 1st, from 6.30pm with wellknown entertainer and compere Kyle Oram. There
will be games, entertainment, disco and bar. Tickets
purchased in advance will cost £3 for adults and £2
per child, or £4 for adults and £3 per child on the
door. Children under 14 must be accompanied by an
adult.

Plans for 2014 are now well advanced with a focus
on events and activities for families. In January
there was a special weekend of Willow Weaving
and Crafts funded through the Big Lottery
Community Spaces, to build items for the grounds
around the Centre.

Then, only a month later, there will be a
CHILDREN’S NEARLY NEW SALE on
Saturday March 1st from 10am to 12 noon. Tables
can be booked for only £10 and entry on the day is
just 50p for adults and free for children.
There will be a return of the wonderful BON GIOVI
TRIBUTE BAND on Saturday March 29th at
7.30pm with local support band Stop Watch Wilson.
This was very popular with adults last time they
performed, so tickets should be purchased soon - £13
or two for £25 for two.
There are also plans for a CEILIDH, another
Children’s Nearly New Sale and performances
organised with Spot On Lancashire later in the year.
A highlight of the summer will be the second
HALT FEST on Saturday August 9th. There will
be stunning bike and skateboard displays and
competitions as well as live music from local artists
throughout the day. There will be a wide range of
craft, design and food stalls, a range of kids activities
and much more.
For more information and to purchase tickets for
all events contact Maureen Richardson on tel:
01524 811316 and see www.haltoncentre.org

The wonderful summer weather last year
helped families and children to enjoy the full
range of facilities at The Centre @ Halton.
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Older children make very good use of the
adventure play area for the over 7s as well as
the state of the art skate park which attracts
youngsters from all over the north west. This is
used by children on BMX bikes, skate boards and
scooters who are doing amazing stunts. “ It’s the
best in the area - brill” and “ We really appreciate
what’s on offer at The Centre” were comments
from two of the young people.
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